KHA'NBESH.
gained during the Survey lease, is much simplified, the bulk of the Taluka being included in one general group at a maximum dry-crop rate of Es. 3 J per acre, whilst the villages at which the railway stations lie, and a certain number in the immediate neighbourhood of these, were rightly proposed by the Superintendent to be raised by four annas to a maximum of K,s. 3-|-. In forwarding this proposal the Collector remarked that the means of communication are no better now than they were thirty years ago, and accordingly objected to the increased rates for the railway station groups.
This was followed by the Survey Commissioner, who was of opinion that such special rating was unjustifiable, inasmuch as it was opposed to the argument that the prices of produce in Bast KMndesh do not vary with distance from the rail, provided communications are good. G-overninent, in agreeing to these recommendations and negativing the Superintendent's proposals, have declared that the special rate is opposed to Survey principles.
The whole point of the Superintendent's argument appears in this instance to have been lost sight of, an argument borne out by common sense, that produce raised and saleable at the place of raising must be able to undersell that raised at a distance and therefore saddled with the extra cost of carriage to the place of sale. Ear from being opposed to Survey principles, this is the very principle on which the Survey assessments have been based from tho first. A capitalist in purchasing two parcels of land, one at a. market and railway station, and another at a distance from cither, would certainly give more, cceteris parilus, for the former than for the latter, and the former may reasonably bear a heavier assessment.
Accordingly the whole Talulza has now been guaranteed precisely the same maximum dry-crop rate of assessment for the next thirty years.
The garden land irrigated from wells in the Taluka is small in area, amounting to 5,180 acres as compared with 1,292 acres recorded at the original settlement. This will now be assessed at dry-crop rates, on the principle that improvements carried out at the ryots' expense must not be taxed. Of land watered by channel irrigation there are only five acres, which will bear an average